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3rd March, 2008 - Just a week now until the FIS World Cup Finals 2008. Excitement 
is building and there is a tough battle for many of the coveted crystal globes. See 
you next week in Valtellina! 

 
 

UP TO 58 CAMERAS TO COVER THE DAILY FINALS ACTION 

Infront and RAI, the 
host broadcasters for 
the FIS Grand Finals 
2008, have revealed 
the details of 
their TV 
production plans 
for the 28 events 
during the finals in Bormio, Santa Caterina and Valmalenco. Up to 
58 cameras will be used every day to cover the competitions. None 
of the magic of this fantastic event will be missed!

In Bormio, the Stelvio course is not only demanding 
for the racers, but also for the TV coverage. The start 
of the men’s downhill is the classic, and most difficult, one at 2255m. 
The finish line down below marks the end of a terrific, yet 
challenging 3270m run. It’s a hard job to set all the cranes and place 
the crew on the slope while balancing security issues and image 

quality.

20 cameras will follow each of the top 25 downhill racers in the world. Three of them are so-
called super slomo (slow motion) cameras used to enrich and transmit every breath and emotion of the world’s 
fastest skiers. The ladies’ downhill and the men’s super-G, starting at La Rocca, will have 18 ‘eyes’, while the 
giant slaloms and slaloms will have 13 and 12 cameras, respectively.
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races will bring Santa Caterina Valfurva back on the global Cross-Country map.

 
 

BATTLE OF GENERATIONS

Valmalenco will host 
the FIS World 
Cup finals for all 
Snowboarding 
events: big air, half-
pipe, snowboard cross 
and parallel giant 
slalom. In the big air 
rankings, Stefan Gimpl of Austria has already confirmed his victory 
prior to the Grand Finals, but in all the other events, the 
race is fully open. 

Stoneham (CAN) will stage the last World Cup weekend with until 
the FIS Grand Finals 2008. In parallel events, there are still two 
competitions until the duels for the NOKIA Snowboard FIS World 
Cup titles head for the home straight in Valtellina. Before the PGS 
competitions in Lake Placid (USA) today Monday, the battle for 

the men’s parallel crown is the closest one as Mathieu Bozzetto (FRA) and Benjamin 
Karl (AUT) are separated by 60 points only (a World Cup win in Snowboarding provides 1000 points, not just 
100!).

Before the season, few would have had these two riders on their betting slip. 34-year-old Mathieu Bozzetto was 
close to retiring after last season but then decided to attack again on a new board brand after noticing last 
summer that he was still in a very good shape. Unlike the experienced rider from Val d’Isere (FRA) with the most 
World Cup victories under his belt (34), 22-year-old Benjamin Karl is one of the rising stars in the Austrian team. It 
is his third full World Cup season and he celebrated his first-ever triumph in Korea just two weeks ago. As icing on 
the cake, Karl is now close to winning the parallel crystal globe.

In Japan, Karl missed the K.O. rounds of the top 16 by a hundredth of a second and thereby his shot at the World 
Cup lead. “That was a shame but I didn’t feel very comfortable with all the bus transfers to the slope.” In the 
competitions thereafter, “I found my rhythm again. Compared to my main opponents, no one is expecting much 
from me,” he said.

In addition to Bozzetto, a few riders are sitting in a comfortable position in the standings. Yet, the 2005 Junior 
World Champion is confident although he still can’t believe that he is fighting for the title: “If I’m able to stop 
thinking about the points prior to the start, I guess I can make it. I’m in a very good shape and also able to adapt 
my riding to the slope conditions no matter if they are steep, flat or icy. In addition, the pressure is not that great 
as I’m still very young.”
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Let’s see what happens in Stoneham and at the FIS Grand Finals in Valmalenco, and how the battle of the 
generations wraps up. 

 
 

IMPROVING EVENT QUALITY: FOCUS ON ARENA PRODUCTION AND HOSPITALITY

In an effort to continuously improve the level of quality and 
to enable the exchange of ideas and experiences, 
FIS together with Fieldwork Arena, Diamond Vision and Walch’s 
Event Hospitality is inviting the representatives of FIS World Cup 
organizers to two short presentations during the FIS Grand 
Finals 2008. The specific goal of these presentations is to stimulate 
the organizing committees with ideas to develop the way of working 
with arena production and hospitality at World Cup events.  
 
Arena production can help enhance the experience for the spectators, especially when the video wall 
is used effectively to create interaction between the announcers and spectators. Hospitality in its own 
right can help increase the value of an event and even attract completely new target 
groups.

These presentations will take place in Bormio on Friday 14th March starting at 16:00 CET. For those interested in 
participating, please e-mail carlsson@fisski.com by 11th March.
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